
 

 

 
 
Effective Date: June 26, 2015 
  
To:    All Medicaid Eligibility Manual Holders 
 
From:    John B. McCarthy, Director 
 
Subject:   Medicaid:  Same-Sex Marriage 

Reason for Change:  Pursuant to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, 
rendered on June 26, 2015, all states are required to license such marriages between same-sex 
couples and to recognize all marriages that were lawfully performed out of state.  

New Policy:  Recognition of same-sex marriages for determining eligibility for Medicaid. 

Action Required:  Effective immediately, when determining Medicaid eligibility, the 
administrative agency shall recognize same-sex marriages that have been or will be legally 
performed in this or any other state.  
 
Processing Medicaid applications involving such same-sex marriages will differ between the 
Ohio Benefits Worker Portal and CRIS-e.  
 
For applications processed in the Ohio Worker Benefits Portal: 
 
The system is already programmed to accept the relationship of ‘spouse’ for same-sex couples. 
Per current Medicaid policy, an individual’s marriage status and tax-filing status is self-attested 
and does not require further verification. If a couple attests that they are married, complete the 
relationship and tax detail screens as declared and process eligibility accordingly. 
 
For applications processed in CRIS-e: 
 
A CRIS-E View Flash Bulletin (CLVB) dated 08/17/15 through 08/27/15 has issued with this 
information.  
 
Please contact ODM Eligibility Technical Assistance at 
Medicaid_Eligibility_TA@Medicaid.Ohio.gov for further assistance or clarification on 
processing specific cases.  
If additional assistance is needed in processing fiats for cases involving a spend down or patient 
liability, please contact the CRIS-e Help Desk at CRISE_HELPDESK@jfs.ohio.gov 
 
This information is also available on the Internet and may be accessed at: 
www.medicaid.ohio.gov. 


